+RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

November 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:05 p.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Walter Stewart and a moment of silence was held.  There was a new member and a member who has not been to a meeting in about two years.  Michelle Watson was not able to attend the meeting today but our President read a note from Michelle reminding everybody that the 5 month CD at 5.35% is still in effect through November 30th.  After lunch, in the absence of 1st Vice President Earlene Smith, President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Sandy Morris from the Crime Prevention Division of the Bakersfield Police Department.  Sandy spoke to the members on Senior Safety, Safety in the Community and Identity Theft.  Sandy stated that wallet theft is up 300% in the last 30 days.  Sandy gave eight pointers on how to be a little safer.  It is expected that in 2009, 1 out of 4 people will be victims of identity theft.  Sandy also spoke on our 911 system; the system in Kern County/Bakersfield is ranked number 7 in the nation and number 77 world wide.  She also advised when necessary to call 911, the caller should remain on the line until the dispatcher releases the caller. The pre-arrival information could save a life.  President Jeanne Berkshire introduced Eric Barthel, County Consultant on Health Insurance Benefits.  Eric explained how he and the county came to terms on the insurance premiums and also spoke regarding the fact that all retirees who qualify for Medicare need to sign up because in June 2008 the county will be processing claims differently, paying only the amount that would not have been paid by medicare.  

BUSINESS MEETING:

Before the business meeting started, ballots were circulated for members to be able to vote for the Officers and for 4 of the 7 Directors.  Once the voting took place, Helen Dodd, Lois Maujer and Josie De La Torre started counting the votes while the meeting continued. 
TREASURER, Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for October 31, 2007 which showed that REOKC membership as of October 31, 2007 was 3,820.

CRCEA – No Report

EYE GLASS – Helen Heath reported that she has collected 7 pair of glasses and 7 eye glass cases since her October report.

SUNSHINE – Josie De La Torre reported that she sent 1 get well card to Ann Harrison and 3 sympathy cards.  Josie stated that she will be sending a card to the family of Rosa Bowser.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported for the month of October there were 33 volunteers who worked 99 hours and assisted 1,114 visitors to the County Administration Building.  The total visitors assisted since 1992 through October 2007 is 253,856.

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the deadline for articles for the next TREND is December 15th and she is in hopes that the newsletter will be out in time for members to register for the January luncheon

OLD BUSINESS:
THINGS FOR GOODIE BAGS – President Jeanne Berkshire reminded all members if they have things to donate for the goodie bags which we will give out at the Spring CRCEA Conference to bring them to the meeting.  The next conference committee meeting is November 20th at the Doubletree Hotel Coffee Shop at 10 a.m. 
NEED HELP WITH THE NEW SPEAKER SYSTEM – President Jeanne Berkshire asked again for help with the speaker system.  This is the last meeting Bill Barnhart will be attending due to his moving out of the area.

MOVE TO NORRIS ROAD VETERANS HALL – It is now official – We WILL be meeting to Norris Road Veterans Hall starting with our January meeting.  Our December luncheon will be held at Harvest Hall at the Kern County Fairgrounds.
NEW BUSINESS:  John DeMario spoke on the fact that Retired Employees Association of Orange County has sued the County of Orange.  Orange County has carved out the retirees from the actives for health insurance.  MOTION  by John DeMario to form a committee made up of Norman Briggs, Dave Merritt, Jeanne Berkshire, Ginger Mello and Bill Barnhart to contact our attorney to write a Friends of the Court letter to be sent to the court in support of the Orange County Retirees, seconded by Sheila Roth and CARRIED.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated that we would get started on this as soon as possible.

REPORT ON BALLOT COUNTING:  Helen Dodd reported that the Officers were elected unanimously.  The 4 new Directors are Ginger Carpenter, Phil Franey, Brenda Preston and Tony Rizos.  CONGRATULATIONS !  

The attendance prize was won by Lois Gastineau.  There were 4 cheese bags donated by Kern Federal Credit Union, 1 Cross Shredder donated by our speaker Sandy Morris, 2 cups of $10 each and 56 cups of $5 each. After the distribution of prizes, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted this 18th day of November, 2007.

Ginger Mello, Secretary
